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ENNEREG Sustainable Energy Twinning Framework 

• Was launched after the first year of project implementation for 
the 12 ENNEREG regions to enter a ‘serious’ dialogue with 12 
regions outside the ENNEREG consortium on replicating 
ENNEREG achievements 
 

• This included hand-on support to twin partners on how to 
approach the SEAP development process, initiate SEPs and to 
build relations reaching beyond the ENNEREG project 
 

• ENNEREG partners have had a small staff and travel budget in 
the ENNEREG project for twinning – twin partners have not had 
any budget from the project 
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ENNEREG Twinning Process 

1. Identification of twin partner by the 
ENNEREG region, agreement on 
twinning and joint drafting of twinning 
work programme 
 

2. Initiation of activities, including 
minimum one ENNEREG region mission 
to its twin partner region 
 

3. Evaluation of twinning process, activities 
and outcome by the ENNEREG region 
(ongoing)  
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A sustainable energy 
twinning guideline 
developed to 
support partners in:  

- Setting up the 
partnerships  

- Preparing work 
programme and 
evaluation reports 

 

 



Identification of Twin Partners 

• 8 of 12 ENNEREG regions identified their twin partner through 
“previous collaboration/own networks”, 4 found their twin 
through the ENNEREG partnership and European Networks 

 

• 5 twinnings have taken place across borders – 7 within the 
ENNEREG partner country 
 

• 6 of the 12 partnerships involved twins from NMS (Romania 
(2), Poland (2), Estonia, Lithuania,) and 1 has involved a 
partner from the candidate country for EU accession, Croatia. 
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Identification of Twin Partners (II) 
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Which of the following criteria were decisve for 
your choice of twinning region? 

Energy profile similar to your 
region 

New EU member state 

Potential for future 
cooperation (post ENNEREG) 

Similar legal/administrative 
framework 

Potential to learn from 
twinning region 

Potential for improvements in 
twinning region 

Common language 

Commitment to implement the 
20-20-20 targets 

Common interest in  energy 
and GHG monitoring 

High scorers: Potential for 
improvements in the twin 
region and potential for future 
cooperation!  

Surprisingly: Similar 
legal/administrative framework 
and potential to learn from the 
twin region less important!?  
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  ENNEREG 
 
Basque Country (ES) 
 

Blekinge (SE) 
 

Cyclades (GR) 
 

Kaunas (LT) 
 

Madeira (PT) 
 

Pomerania (PL) 
 

Rhône-Alpes (FR) 
 

Silistra (BG) 
 

Triangle Region  (DK) 
 

Upper Palatinate DE) 
 

Wales (UK) 
 

Wielkopolska (PL) 
 
 

Twin 
 
Castilla y León (ES) 
 

City of Tartu (EST) 
 

Dodecanisa Reg. (GR) 
 

Šilutė Municipality (LT) 
 

West Region (PT) 
 

Warmia-Mazuria (PL) 
 

Alba County (RO) 
 

Medgidia Mun. (RO) 
 

Koprivnica Prov. (HR) 
 

Allgäu Region (DE) 
 

Mid‐West Region (IE) 
 

Opole Region (PL) 
 

The Sustainable Energy Twinning Partnerships 



Twinning start and duration 

• As from month 6 of the project, October 2010, the first 
ENNEREG region started dialog with a twin partner, while the 
last twinning arrangement kicked off month 25, June 2012.  
 

• The duration of the twinning partnerships varied from 6 to 29 
months.   
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Mission to Twin Region 
• The mandatory ENNEREG region mission to the twin partner 

has been highly valued – mostly by twin partners 
 

• Workshops were generally considered the most rewarding 
type of twinning activity 
 

• After having met the communication was smoother than 
before which paved the way for “better” joint activities 

• Overall, both ENNEREG regions and twins found the 
communication ”Very Good” or ”Good” 
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Preliminary Twinning Results 
• SEAP processes triggered/supported in 5 twin regions 
 

• Good practice SEPs promoted in all twin regions 
 

• CoM promoted in 5 twin regions 
  

• Trainings for administration or technical staff in 2 twin 
regions  

  

• SEAP and/or SEP workshops held in all twin regions 
 

• 3 joint (EU) project proposals submitted from 2 partnerships 
 

• All twin regions have joined the Regions 20-20-20 Network on 
www.regions202020.eu. 
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http://www.regions202020.eu/�


Further outcome 
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Recommendations on how to develop SEAP 

Recommendations on how to initiate/implement SEPs 

Increased knowledge of how to implement energy action plans 

Establishment of new contacts/access to new networks 

Knowledge of the ENNEREG project 

Knowledge of the Covenant of Mayors 

Knowledge of a specific subject (please specify) 

Inspiration for new initiatives/new ways of doing things 

Twin regions: What have been the main outcomes/benefits of twinning? 



Some Challenges Experienced  
Sustainable energy twinning is not always easy to put into 
practice. According to the ENNEREG partners, replication of 
good practices can be challenged by: 
 

• Lack of financial and human resources in the twin region 
 

• Insufficient knowledge of planning, technical issues and 
financial mechanisms in the twin region 

 

• Weak coordination and engagement of stakeholders and low 
citizen awareness in the twin regions 

 

• Different cultures and legislatives  between the twinning 
partners 
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Important Future Topics to Address 
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How to build support from stakeholders in SEAP development 

How to adapt administrative structures to a SEAP 

How to make a baseline energy inventory 

How to establish a long-term vision and/or set objectives and 
targets for a sustainable energy future 

How to implement SEAP 

How to create coherence between sustainable energy initiatives 
on different governance levels  

How to plan and prioritize SEPs 

How to finance SEPs  

How to engage stakeholders in SEP 

How to raise citizen awareness of sustainable energy issues 

Which topics are the most important to address in your 
region?  



Overall Perception of the Twinning 
• All partners – ENNEREG and twins – evaluated the overall 

twinning experience as either “very good” or “good”.  Further, 
3/4 of the partners – ENNEREG and twins – would recommend 
sustainable energy twinning to other regions.   

  

• 2/3 of the partners expect continuing cooperation after the 
ENNEREG project has ended.  
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ENNEREG Sustainable Energy Twinning Case 

Blekinge - Tartu 



Thank you 
For further information contact: 

Thomas Jensen 

South Denmark European Office 

thj@southdenmark.be 

+32 22 34 68 52 

www.southdenmark.be 
 

 

 

ENNEREG - Regions paving the way for a Sustainable Energy Europe is supported by the Intelligent 
Energy - Europe programme under Contract No: IEE/09/250.661/S12.558228 
 
The sole responsibility for the content of this presentation lies with the authors. It does not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the European Union of other members of the ENNEREG Project Consortium. Neither 
the European Commission nor the authors are responsible for any use that may be made of the 
information contained herein. 
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